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COMMUNITY RESEARCH QUARTERLY ANALYSIS
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Summer 2009 

Dr. Kathryn Dodge, FNSB Mayor's Office, Economic Development Division 

 

Introduction  
During the second quarter of 2009, the international economy was in a recession, nationally the 

housing market was stalled, the financial markets were beginning to recover and unemployment 

reached 9.7%.  Locally, 4,000 members of the Stryker Brigade were deployed, tourism was down 

25%, residential housing sales were down, housing prices were flat, and unemployment was 7.3%.  

Locally, foreclosures and bankruptcies were up, but not to troubling levels. This describes an 

economy that is stressed, but continues to hold its own. The August return of 4,000 Strykers will help 

some areas of the economy; however, energy prices remain a wild card.   

 

 

Figure 1: FNSB average bankruptcy 1997-2009.  

 

Financial  
The reported Loan to Deposit ratio remains a bit high, but given that most banks that are servicing the 

Fairbanks North Star Borough (FNSB) are nationally owned, this is no longer a very good indicator 

of local conditions.  The second quarter notices of default are flat and not a cause for concern.  

Bankruptcies are a lagging indicator of economic condition, usually reflecting conditions 

approximately 18 months earlier, and are up from 28 in the second quarter of 2008 to 56 in the same 

period of 2009.  At first glance it appears that business bankruptcies are down; this is incorrect.  

Rather, this is a reflection of a reporting change – the U.S. Bankruptcy Court has quit reporting 

business and non-business bankruptcies separately.  Figure One suggests that in the FNSB, like the 

nation, bankruptcies are returning to pre 2005 reform levels (http://www.creditcards.com/credit-card-

news/bankruptcy-filings-back-to-pre-reform-levels-1282.php, September 11, 2009).  Foreclosures, 

                                                           
1 Disclaimer: This document was prepared as a service to the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough community.  This publication is not intended to be admissible in any court action or 
any other proceeding by any person or party, pursuant to Alaska Evidence Rule 803(8), or 
otherwise.  Neither the Fairbanks North Star Borough nor any of its employees make any 
warranty, express or implied, or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, 
completeness or usefulness of any information included herein and any reliance upon any 
information provided in this document is not justified. 
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Readers will recall that the vacancy rate historically reported in the FNSB Community Research 

Quarterly includes only the 3-4,000 managed properties within the FNSB, and excludes the 13,000+ 

non-managed properties.   

 

The vacancy rate that of both managed and non-managed properties is more representative of the 

FNSB market.  In the second quarter of 2009 the combined vacancy rate was 3.3% (available rentals / 

all available rental units in FSNB).  However, it is clear that the Section 801 housing adjusted the 

baseline of the FNSB vacancy rate, as reflected in Figure Two.  Another 150 units of 3 and 4 

bedroom Section 801 housing will be coming on the market January of 2010, which may ratchet the 

baseline up again as the market absorbs more rental housing.  

 

Industry Report  

The Airport transit freight reports reflect an industry that has left our community.  Revenue landings 

were also down, reflecting lower freight and tourist travel.  Incoming and outgoing passenger travel 

was down about 10% from the second quarter of 2008 and the first half of the year was down about 

9% compared to 2008.  Hotel room receipts were down 25% in the second quarter as were the number 

of people visiting the University of Alaska Museum; for the first half of the year, these figures were 

down 15% and 19%, respectively.  Employment in the hospitality industry was down from 4,500 in 

the second quarter of 2008 to 4,400 in 2009, or 2.2%.   

 

Due to reduced demand for aviation fuel at the Anchorage International Airport, Flint Hills Refinery 

shut down one out of three “crude units” on March 15 and restarted it in May.  This also impacts the 

Alaska Rail Road, as they have less product to transport.  The shut down did not result in any layoffs.   

While not reflected in this quarterly, other than in employment figures, at $900+ per ounce, gold 

mining and exploration remained strong.  Employment figures report that 1,100 people employed in 

Mining and Logging in this period, up 10% from the same period in 2008.  Healthcare also remained 

strong, increasing 200 jobs, or 6% over the same period in 2008.  Construction, Manufacturing, 

Professional and Business Services sectors, all remained flat. These industries coupled with local, 

state, and federal construction expenditures helped keep the FNSB economy on a reasonably even 

keel through this period.   

 

Employment 

FNSB unemployment increased 24% over the same period in 2008 to 7.3%; however, this compares 

favorably to a 75% increase nationally to 9.1%.  However, putting these figures in context, average 

monthly employment fell by only 100 for the second quarter, leaving one to wonder if the 

unemployment figures increased because workers were coming into the area looking for work, or 

seasonal workers were entering the workforce and finding fewer opportunities.  Probably 

unemployment increased as a result of both of these forces.  Finally, the average annual monthly 

wage increased 4.5% between 2007 and 2008.  

 

On the bright side, American Recovery Act money should be starting to flow through the system into 

the community in the third and fourth quarters.  This will include increased construction on the bases, 

money for education, energy upgrades, transportation projects, and community economic stimulus 

money.  

 

The 2010 Census 

Next March the U.S. Census Bureau will kick off the 2010 Decennial Census by mailing out Census 

Questionnaires to U.S. residents.  In the FNSB, we face some additional challenges, the biggest one 

being that FNSB residents use P.O. Boxes extensively, and the U.S. Census Bureau does not mail 

Questionnaires to P.O. Boxes.  Therefore, the FNSB has established a Census Complete Count 
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Committee to ensure that FNSB residents know to look in their mailboxes for questionnaires, and if 

they don’t receive one, for whatever reason, they know where to pick up a questionnaire.   

The U.S. Census Bureau will set up kiosks around town where people can pick up and fill out “Be 

Counted” forms; there will also be Questionnaire Assistance Centers where people can get help filling 

out their questionnaires.  Finally, the U.S. Census Bureau provides phone support for people needing 

language or other assistance.  The FNSB Complete Count Committee will continue to provide 

information about how borough residents can participate in the US Census, and how local 

organizations can help get the count out.  

 

Summary 

In conclusion, the FNSB economy continues to show signs of stress largely as a result of the 

international financial and national housing crises.  The deployment of 4,000 Stryker Brigade troops 

exacerbated this situation.  Their return in August and September and the expenditure of American 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act money will help the FNSB economy persist through these difficult 

times.  The community remains vulnerable to the ups and downs of energy prices as it find ways to 

ensure a sustainable source of affordable energy.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The preparation of this report was financed in part by funds received from the State Department of 

Commerce, Community and Economic Development, Office of Economic Development and the 

Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority.  



ECONOMY AT-A-GLANCE

Economic Indicator

Reporting Period 2nd Qtr. '09

% Change 
from 

1st Qtr. '09

% Change 
from 

2nd Qtr. '08

BANKING
    Total Bank Deposits (millions of $) $826.9 5.1% 3.9%
    Total Bank Loans (millions of $) $701.4 2.3% 14.6%

BANKRUPTCIES
    Business 2 ^ -66.7%
    Non-Business 54 74.2% 145.5%

TRANSPORTATION
  Fairbanks International Airport
    Incoming Freight (thousands of lbs.) 1,917 -74.3% -42.8%
    Outgoing Freight (thousands of lbs.) 9,240 -5.0% 1.1%
    Transit Freight (thousands of lbs.) 908 -94.0% 0.2%
    Revenue Landings 6,245 20.8% -6.0%
    Incoming Passengers 120,133 27.2% -11.5%
    Outgoing Passengers 111,970 23.2% -10.5%

Fairbanks North Star Borough

Current Data Period
One Year 

Ago
One Period 

Ago

g g g ,
  Alaska Highway (statewide)
    Entering Passengers 40,275 340.8% 82.8%
    Exiting Passengers 23,873 305.4% -4.9%

EMPLOYMENT
  Total Employment 39,000 8.0% -0.3%
         Natural Resources & Mining 1,100 10.0% 10.0%
         Construction 2,800 47.4% 0.0%
         Manufacturing 700 16.7% 0.0%
         Trade/Transportation/Utilities. 7,600 4.1% -1.3%
         Information 600 0.0% 0.0%
         Financial Activities 1,500 7.1% -6.3%
         Professional & Business Services 2,500 25.0% 4.2%
         Education & Health Services 4,500 0.0% 4.7%
         Leisure & Hospitality 4,400 22.2% -4.3%
         Other Services 1,200 0.0% -7.7%
         Government 12,200 2.5% 0.0%
NOTE: Employment numbers rounded to nearest 100.
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Fairbanks Economy at a Glance

Economic Indicator

Reporting Period (annual/by qtr.)
CONSTRUCTION Annual
New Structures Annual Report 354 0.0% -52.8%

Reporting Period (annual/by qtr.) 2nd Qtr. '09 1st Qtr. '09 2nd Qtr. '08

REAL ESTATE
  Single Family Houses
    Number Sold 214 111.9% -17.7%
    Average Price $215,525 -4.8% -2.3%
RENTALS
  Residential Rentals
    Rental Units Advertised 594 -30.2% 8.2%
    Average Rent (2 bdrm. apartment) $1,018 -1.6% -0.1%

DEEDS OF TRUST
    Number Recorded 1,194 46.3% 28.7%
    Total Valuation (thousands of $) $218,152 28.5% 17.5%

MILITARY
    Military Active Duty Personnel 6,832 -1.4% 2.8%

Military Dependents 11 825 0 4% 13 0%

Current Data Period One Period Ago
One Year 

Ago

(continued)
Fairbanks North Star Borough

    Military Dependents 11,825 -0.4% 13.0%

POPULATION++
    FNSB (Census annual)* 97,970 0.0% 0.5%
    FNSB (DCCED annual)^ 97,970 0.0% 1.1%
    FNSB (ADOL annual)** 89,896 0.0% -1.2%
         City of Fairbanks**    (annual) 30,367 0.0% -4.0%
         City of North Pole**  (annual) 2,099 0.0% 7.9%
SOURCE: (1)  Population Division , U.S. Census Bureau, www.census.gov; July 1st estimates. Table 1: Annual Estimates of the 
Resident Population for the United States, Regions, States, and Puerto Rico: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2008 (NST-EST2008-01); Release 
Date: December 22, 2008. Place not available at press time.

(2)  Alaska Dept. of Labor and Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section, and US Census 2000, 1990.  
Table 2.1 Population of Alaska by Labor Market Area, Borough and Census Area, 1990-2007 (2008 Vintage Population Estimates).  
All estimates represent July 1 of that year unless stated otherwise.  ADOL website: http://almis.labor.state.ak.us.

(3)  Alaska Dept. of Commerce, Community and Economic Development (DCCED), Division of Community and Regional 
Affairs, certified 2008 municipal population, June 1, 2009.  DCCED Certified numbers may vary from ADOL population estimates as a 
result of the population estimate appeal process available to incorporated communities on a yearly basis.  Once certified, DCCED
numbers may be applied for two consecutive calendar years.
NOTE:   City of Fairbanks figures include military population living on Ft. Wainwright.  All borough figures include population for
City of Fairbanks, City of North Pole, Ft. Wainwright Army Base and Eielson Air Force Base.
** U.S. Census number may be revised annually.  Alaska Dept. of Labor and Workforce Dev. numbers are provisional.
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2002^ 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008* 2009

ECONOMIC INDICATORS

Fairbanks North Star Borough
2002-2009

BANK DEPOSIT & LOAN SUMMARY
Fairbanks North Star Borough

2002-2009, End of Quarter

BANK DEPOSIT & LOAN SUMMARY

0.0
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Loan-to-Deposit Ratio

2002 2003 200620052004 20082007 2009

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008* 2009

Deposits
March 31 $568.4 $639.7 $695.5 $657.9 $698.4 $699.9 $751.1 $786.9
June 30* $575.7 $672.4 $625.0 $682.1 $717.2 $731.2 $754.6 $826.9
Sept. 30 $638.5 $691.3 $642.4 $700.9 $747.3 $752.7 $807.4
Dec. 31 $603.4 $727.4 $648.2 $703.9 $741.1 $762.1 $782.3

Loans
March 31^ $400.5 $421.4 $488.8 $503.1 $543.2 $610.5 $629.1 $685.4
June 30* $400.3 $462.7 $478.1 $527.8 $587.0 $650.9 $653.7 $701.4
Sept. 30 $419.9 $471.2 $490.9 $556.9 $600.7 $659.8 $662.9
Dec. 31* $420.0 $474.8 $499.1 $562.4 $608.9 $634.6 $673.0

-------------------------------------------Millions of Dollars----------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------Millions of Dollars----------------------------------------------------

0.0
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20.0
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90.0

100.0

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2

Loan-to-Deposit Ratio

SOURCE:  Denali State Bank, (Interior City Branch) 1st National Bank of Anchorage, Mt. McKinley Bank, Northrim Bank included in 
survey March 31, 1997, Key Bank of Alaska 1991 through June 30, 1997, Wells Fargo Bank Alaska, N.A. purchased and replaced 
National Bank of Alaska 2nd quarter 2001, personal communications 2002-2009.
NOTE: As of June 30, 2004, Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. will reflect the following 5 branches: Bentley Mall, College, Cushman, 
Gaffney and North Pole.
* Wells Fargo Bank Alaska, NA has revised their June 30, 2001 numbers. Denali State Bank made an adjustment in loans in the 
Dec. 31, 2001 numbers.  Adjustment made to data entered March-June 2008 in October 2008.
^ Correction in March 2002 calculation adjusted loan value only, November 2007.

2002 2003 200620052004 20082007 2009
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Economic Indicators

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Nonbusiness
   1st Quarter 40 39 41 50 9 20 20 31
   2nd Quarter 42 58 47 65 20 25 22 54

3rd Quarter 47 47 49 91 24 21 41

2002-2009

2002-2008

TOTAL BANKRUPTCIES FILED
Alaska Fourth Judicial District

BANKRUPTCIES FILED
Alaska Fourth Judicial District
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   3rd Quarter 47 47 49 91 24 21 41
   4th Quarter 60 63 65 161 37 32 40
Total 189 207 202 367 90 98 123
% Change from 
Previous Year 5% 10% -2% 82% -75% 9% 26%

Business
   1st Quarter 8 4 2 5 1 3 6 0
   2nd Quarter 5 8 2 12 3 9 6 2
   3rd Quarter 8 2 1 12 7 8 7
   4th Quarter 5 3 7 27 6 4 2
Total 26 17 12 56 17 24 21
% Change from 
Previous Year 44% -35% -29% 367% -70% 41% -13%

SOURCE:   U.S. Courts website:  www.akb.uscourts.gov, April 2002-2009.
NOTE:         S. 256, the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005 (the "Act") provides, at Section 1501, a general 
effective date of 180 days from the date of enactment. Section 1501 further provides that the Act's amendments are applicable only to cases filed 
on or after the effective date.  Attorneys anticipate a rush of clients in the months leading up to October 17, trying to file before the changes take 
effect. Those who do not make that deadline will face a longer, more difficult process, involving more paperwork and, possibly, less relief at the 
end. The Act is expected to discourage consumers from filing personal bankruptcies and for those who file, to be more expensive in terms of 
attorneys' fees as well as more being paid to creditors due to the means test.

Beginning in January 2009 the U.S. Bankruptcy Court changed the way they report bankruptcy cases.  Due to staffing changes the 
information is no longer individually entered.  They are using the nationwide formatting which does not sort business and non-business 
categories. FNSB will research the cases reported to separate the two categories.
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Economic Indicators

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 % Change 
2008-09

NOTICES OF DEFAULT
Alaska Fourth Judicial District

Annual Totals
2003-2008

NOTICES OF DEFAULT
Alaska Fourth Judicial District

2003-2009 ^

0
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20
08

January 6 10 2 9 14 18 20 11%
February 9 15 9 5 5 17 28 65%
March 14 8 6 17 8 8 21 163%
April 9 16 8 10 14 16 21 31%
May 9 8 10 8 18 17 18 6%
June 9 11 7 14 12 19 18 -5%
July 4 11 11 11 6 22
August 11 3 6 7 10 13
September 9 7 10 10 13 20
October 7 10 4 3 8 25
November^ 11 7 5 13 10 13
December^ 11 4 14 6 6 20
Total 109 110 92 113 124 208

SOURCE: Alaska Department of Natural Resources website: www.dnr.state.ak.us, 2003-2009.
NOTE: Notices of default indicate mortgage delinquencies of at least 30 days. The notices need not result in foreclosures because 
deficiencies can be corrected. There can be multiple notices if a default is corrected but the mortgage falls behind again in the future. A single 
notice can be for more than one parcel. Notices are tabulated by date of initiation.
^ Current data supersedes previous figures reported.

0

50

100

150

200

250

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

 5     Summer 2009 Community Research Quarterly



Economic Indicators

FNSB Total*
Non-Pipeline 

Related*
Pipeline 
Related

% 
Pipeline

1983 $2,529.0 $1,888.2 $640.8 25.3%
1984 $2,719.6 $2,092.0 $627.6 23.1%
1985 $3,228.9 $2,598.4 $630.5 19.5%
1986 $3,444.0 $2,832.3 $611.7 17.8%
1987 $3,506.7 $2,933.7 $573.0 16.3%
1988 $3,130.2 $2,591.5 $538.7 17.2%
1989 $2,962.3 $2,410.9 $551.4 18.6%
1990 $2,784.5 $2,306.7 $477.8 17.2%
1991 $2,786.0 $2,332.2 $453.8 16.3%
1992 $2,851.5 $2,424.7 $426.8 15.0%
1993 $2,905.7 $2,497.0 $408.7 14.1%
1994 $2,976.2 $2,617.1 $359.1 12.1%
1995 $3,090.8 $2,773.1 $317.7 10.3%
1996 $3,282.8 $2,976.2 $306.6 9.3%
1997 $3,538.3 $3,238.3 $300.0 8.5%
1998 $3,720.4 $3,433.8 $286.6 7.7%
1999 $4,018.4 $3,714.8 $303.6 7.6%
2000 $4,184.5 $3,926.3 $258.2 6.2%
2001 $4,340.8 $4,063.2 $277.6 6.4%
2002 $4,568.5 $4,305.1 $263.4 5.8%
2003 $4 854 8 $4 583 9 $270 8 5 6%

--------- Assessed Value (Millions of Dollars) ---------

ASSESSED VALUE OF PIPELINE RELATED PROPERTY
Fairbanks North Star Borough

1983-2009

2003 $4,854.8 $4,583.9 $270.8 5.6%
2004 $5,239.4 $4,968.2 $271.2 5.2%
2005 $5,739.6 $5,464.3 $275.3 4.8%
2006 $6,368.1 $5,990.3 $377.8 5.9%
2007 $7,043.5 $6,674.0 $369.5 5.2%
2008 $7,596.4 $7,087.6 $508.8 6.7%
2009 $7,982.2 $7,288.1 $694.1 8.7%

% Chg   
2008-09 5.1% 2.8% 36.4%

2009

ASSESSED VALUE OF PIPELINE RELATED PROPERTY
Fairbanks North Star Borough

SOURCE: Fairbaks North Star Borough, Assessing Dept., personal communications 1982-2009.
* Preliminary value based on certified assessed value and supplemental tax roll, FNSB 1996.

Non-Pipeline 
Related

91%

Pipeline 
Related

9%
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EMPLOYMENT

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
F January 7.9 7.0 6.7 6.3 6.5 8.7
A February 8.0 7.4 7.0 6.3 6.5 8.5
I March 7.5 6.5 6.4 5.7 6.1 8.3
R April 6.8 6.2 6.1 5.5 5.7 7.2
B May 6.1 5.4 5.4 4.9 5.6 7.1
A June 6.9 5.8 5.8 5.8 6.3 7.6
N July 5.7 5.1 5.3 5.1 5.7
K August 5.3 4.7 4.9 4.8 5.5
S September 5.4 5.2 5.0 5.0 5.5

October 5.4 5.2 4.6 4.6 5.9
M November 5.9 5.8 5.1 5.2 6.3
S December 6.2 6.0 5.3 5.8 7.1
A Average 6.4 5.8 5.6 5.4 6.1

January 8.7 8.0 7.7 7.1 7.2 8.9
February 8.7 8.4 8.1 7.2 7.3 9.2
March 8.4 7.6 7.4 6.6 7.0 9.2

A April 7.8 7.1 7.1 6.4 6.6 8.3
L May 7.1 6.5 6.4 5.8 6.4 8.0
A June 7.6 6.7 6.5 6.1 6.6 8.3
S J l 6 5 6 0 5 9 5 5 6 0

2004-2009
Fairbanks MSA, Alaska & the United States

CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE UNEMPLOYMENT RATES*

S July 6.5 6.0 5.9 5.5 6.0
K August 6.3 5.8 5.6 5.4 6.0
A September 6.5 6.3 5.7 5.6 6.1

October 6.6 6.3 5.5 5.5 6.3
November 7.1 7.0 6.1 6.0 6.8
December 7.4 7.2 6.5 6.7 7.6
Average 7.4 6.9 6.5 6.2 6.7

U January 6.3 5.7 5.1 5.0 5.4 8.5
N February 6.0 5.8 5.1 4.9 5.2 8.9
I March 6.0 5.4 4.8 4.5 5.2 9.0
T April 5.4 4.9 4.5 4.3 4.8 8.6
E May 5.3 4.9 4.4 4.3 5.2 9.1
D June 5.8 5.2 4.8 4.7 5.7 9.7

July 5.7 5.2 5.0 4.9 6.0
S August 5.4 4.9 4.6 4.6 6.1
T September 5.1 4.8 4.4 4.5 6.0
A October 5.1 4.6 4.1 4.4 6.1
T November 5.2 4.8 4.3 4.5 6.5
E December 5.1 4.6 4.3 4.8 7.1
S Average 5.5 5.1 4.6 4.6 5.8

SOURCES: Alaska Department of Labor, Research and Analysis Section, Anchorage, Alaska, website: www.labor.state.ak.us, 
and personal communications 2004-2009. U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey, and 
website: www.bls.gov, 2004-2009.  Benchmark 2008.
NOTE: Rates presented are "not seasonally adjusted".  Local data prior to 2000 is not comparable with data from 2000 
forward due to the way the labor force stats are calculated for boroughs and census areas.
* May be subject to revision.
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Employment

CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE UNEMPLOYMENT RATES
State of Alaska, FNSB, the United States

2004-2009

AVERAGE MONTHLY EMPLOYMENT ESTIMATES BY SECTOR
Fairbanks North Star Borough
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Employment

2009 2008

Industry 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter
Year-to-

date 
Year-to-

date 

Reporting Period
Jan-Mar Apr-Jun

2009 
Jan-Jun

2008 
Jan-Jun Jan-Jun

   Mining and Logging³ 1,000 1,100 1,100 1,000 10.0%
   Construction          1,900 2,800 2,300 2,500 -8.0%
   Manufacturing         600 700 600 700 -14.3%
   Trade/Transportation/Utilities 7,300 7,600 7,500 7,500 0.0%
           Wholesale Trade      600 600 600 600 0.0%
           Retail Trade         4,500 4,600 4,600 4,600 0.0%
           Trans/Warehouse/Utilities 2,300 2,400 2,300 2,300 0.0%
   Information           600 600 600 600 0.0%
   Financial Activities   1,400 1,500 1,500 1,600 -6.3%
   Professional & Business Svcs 2,000 2,500 2,300 2,200 4.5%
   Educational & Health Services 4,500 4,500 4,500 4,300 4.7%
           Health Care 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,300 6.1%
   Leisure & Hospitality 3,600 4,400 4,000 4,100 -2.4%
   Other Services        1,200 1,200 1,200 1,300 -7.7%
  Government             11,900 12,200 12,100 12,000 0.8%

% Change 
2008-09

AVERAGE MONTHLY EMPLOYMENT ESTIMATES BY INDUSTRY
Fairbanks North Star Borough (MSA¹)

2009
2009

Gove e t 11,900 12,200 12,100 12,000 0.8%
           Federal Government   3,400 3,600 3,500 3,500 0.0%
           State Government     5,200 5,400 5,300 5,300 0.0%
           Local Government²     3,300 3,200 3,300 3,300 0.0%

Total Nonfarm 36,100 39,000 37,600 37,700 -0.3%

SOURCE:   Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section, and the U.S. Department 
of Labor Statistics. State website:  http://almis.labor.state.ak.us, 2009. 
NOTE: Data provided are subject to change.  Employment reporting format has changed because Fairbanks became a 
metropolitan area in 2003 and 2004. Please note that rounding is to nearest 100. 
- Benchmark date: February 2009 for the 2008 dataset.
- Nonfarm Wage & Salary excludes self-employed workers, fishers, domestics, and unpaid family workers.
- Government includes employees of public school systems and the University of Alaska.
- Beginning January 2001, wage and salary employment estimates were published under a new classification system. The Standard 
Industrial Classification system (SIC) has been replaced by the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS). Data prior 
to 2001 are comparable only at the Total Nonfarm and Government levels.

¹  Metropolitan Statistical Area
²  As of January 2001, certain federally-recognized tribal entities were moved to Local Government, which created a series break
for Total Government and Local Government. Please see the April 2002 Alaska Economic Trends publication for a detailed 
explanation.
3  This category was previously called "Natural Resources and Mining".  The change is in name only; the industries it includes 
remain the same. 
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Employment

  Natural Resources & Mining 1,211 1,346 1,153 1,100 -4.6%

      Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting 33 45 36 42 16.7%

      Mining 1,178 1,300 1,116 1,058 -5.2%

  Construction 2,911 2,764 2,756 2,765 0.3%

        Construction of Buildings 932 860 849 804 -5.3%

        Heavy Construction 253 327 263 206 -21.7%

        Special Trade Contractors 1,726 1,576 1,644 1,755 6.8%

  Manufacturing 622 632 653 649 -0.6%

  Trade, Transportation & Utilities 7,805 7,744 7,673 7,701 0.4%

      Wholesale Trade 633 652 663 652 -1.7%

      Retail Trade 4,649 4,671 4,656 4,658 0.0%

        General Merchandise Stores 1,347 1,261 1,268 1,388 9.5%

        Food & Beverage 438 444 450 486 8.0%

      Transportation & Warehousing 2,226 2,097 2,038 2,029 -0.4%

        Air Transportation 667 612 609 650 6.7%

        Transit & Ground Passenger 193 195 194 - -

  Information 575 593 564 588 4.3%

        Telecommunication 365 351 296 317 7.1%

  Financial Activities 1,402 1,575 1,597 1,534 -3.9%

      Finance & Insurance 800 834 875 894 2.2%

        Credit Intermediation, etc. 480 502 519 536 3.3%

      Real Estate, Renting & Leasing 602 741 722 641 -11.2%

        Real Estate 354 503 465 384 -17.4%

  Professional & Business Services 2,117 2,098 2,223 2,341 5.3%

      Professional, Scientific, Technical Services 1,067 1,024 1,089 1,197 9.9%

      Management of Companies & Enterprises 48 51 40 - -

      Administrative & Waste Services 1,002 1,023 1,095 - -

  Educational & Health Services 4,194 4,277 4,239 4,376 3.2%

      Health Care & Social Assistance 4,052 4,143 4,096 4,226 3.2%

  Leisure & Hospitality 4,137 4,109 4,316 4,161 -3.6%

        Accommodation 1,131 1,024 1,061 1,051 -0.9%

        Food Services & Drinking Places 2,527 2,605 2,777 2,653 -4.5%

  Other Services 1,361 1,317 1,287 1,245 -3.3%

        Membership Organizations, etc. 647 628 607 602 -0.8%

        Repair & Maintenance 486 473 456 439 -3.7%

  Government 11,552 11,621 11,732 11,789 0.5%

        Federal Government 3,353 3,381 3,450 3,472 0.6%

        State Government 5,197 5,214 5,233 5,251 0.3%

        Local Government 3,002 3,026 3,049 3,066 0.6%

  Unclassified Establishments 13 52 36 11 -69.4%

Total Industries 37,898 38,128 38,228 38,261 0.1%

ANNUAL AVERAGE MONTHLY EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY
Fairbanks North Star Borough

2005-2008

200720062005Industry

% Change 

2007-082008

SOURCE: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section; Quarterly Census of Employment & 

Wages fka Employment & Earnings Summary, 2008 (data are preliminary and subject to revision).

NOTE:          Blanks in the Total Earnings & Avg Mo Earnings columns due to confidentiality; data are suppressed.

Community Research Quarterly Summer 2009      20



POPULATION & SOCIAL CONDITIONS

U.S. Census 

Bureau (1)

Ak. Department 

of Labor¹ (2)

Ak. Dept of 

Commerce (3)

F 1999 -- 31,697 31,697

A 2000 30,182 30,224 30,224

I 2001 31,001 29,516 29,558

R 2002 31,575 29,773 29,670

B 2003 31,775 28,924 29,486

A 2004 33,249 30,101 30,083

N 2005 33,950 31,104 31,071

K 2006 33,917 30,179 30,552

S 2007 34,540 31,627 30,552

2008 35,132 30,367 30,367

N 1999 -- 1,616 1,616

O 2000 1,568 1,570 1,570

R 2001 1,613 1,469 1,500

T 2002 1,663 1,601 1,683

H 2003 1,715 1,602 1,646

2004 1,768 1,529 1,532

P 2005 1,920 1,601 1,599

O 2006 2,007 1,647 1,710

L 2007 2,183 1,945 1,710

E 2008 2,212 2,099 2,099

1999 83,390 83,773 83,773

2000 82,769 82,840 82,840

2001 85,293 83,261 83,530

F 2002 87,412 84,749 84,791

N 2003 89,294 82,160 82,214

S 2004 92,414 85,453 84,979

B 2005 94,561 87,704 87,608

2006 94,803 87,766 96,888

2007 97,986 90,963 96,888

2008 97,970 89,896 97,970

POPULATION COUNTS & ESTIMATES**
Fairbanks, North Pole and the Fairbanks North Star Borough

1999-2008, Selected Years

SOURCE: (1)  Population Division , U.S. Census Bureau, www.census.gov; July 1st estimates. Table 1: Annual Estimates of the Resident 

Population for the United States, Regions, States, and Puerto Rico: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2008 (NST-EST2008-01); Release Date: December 

22, 2008. Place not available at press time.
(2)  Alaska Dept. of Labor and Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section, and US Census 2000, 1990.  Table 2.1 

Population of Alaska by Labor Market Area, Borough and Census Area, 1990-2007 (2008 Vintage Population Estimates). All estimates 

represent July 1 of that year unless stated otherwise. ADOL website: http://almis.labor.state.ak.us.

(3)  Alaska Dept. of Commerce, Community and Economic Development (DCCED), Division of Community and Regional Affairs, 

certified 2008 municipal population, June 1, 2009.  DCCED Certified numbers may vary from ADOL population estimates as a result of the 

population estimate appeal process available to incorporated communities on a yearly basis.  Once certified, DCCED numbers may be applied 

for two consecutive calendar years.

NOTE:   City of Fairbanks figures include military population living on Ft. Wainwright.  All borough figures include population for City of 

Fairbanks, City of North Pole, Ft. Wainwright Army Base and Eielson Air Force Base.

** U.S. Census number may be revised annually.  Alaska Dept. of Labor and Workforce Dev. numbers are provisional.
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Population and Social Conditions

Ft. Wainwright 
Army Base Qtr. Military Active 

Duty Personnel
Military 

Dependents Total
% Change 

(same Qtr.) 
fr/prev/yr

2006 1st 5,108 5,798 10,906 -1.5%
2nd 5,923 6,002 11,925 -3.7%
3rd 6,541 6,384 12,925 -3.7%
4th 7,332 6,897 14,229 11.2%

2007 1st 6,834 7,440 14,274 30.9%
2nd 6,203 7,300 13,503 13.2%
3rd 6,167 7,232 13,399 3.7%
4th 5,466 8,238 13,704 -3.7%

2008 1st 4,598 7,025 11,623 -18.6%
2nd 4,593 7,413 12,006 -11.1%
3rd 4,859 7,995 12,854 -4.1%
4th 4,866 8,017 12,883 -6.0%

2009 1st 4,908 8,566 13,474 15.9%
2nd 4,825 8,482 13,307 10.8%

MILITARY POPULATION
Ft. Wainwright Army Base*

By Quarter 2006-2009

MILITARY POPULATION
Eielson Air Force Base*
By Quarter 2006 2009

SOURCE: ALCOM, Alaskan Command, 2006-2009.
* Does not include contract civilian positions or BLM.

Eielson Air 
Force Base Qtr. Military Active 

Duty Personnel
Military 

Dependents Total
% Change 

(same Qtr.) 
fr/prev/yr

2006 1st 2,800 3,600 6,400 2.6%
2nd 2,850 3,601 6,451 -7.0%
3rd 2,902 3,577 6,479 -0.7%
4th 3,101 3,602 6,703 0.0%

2007 1st 3,056 3,591 6,647 3.9%
2nd 3,056 3,591 6,647 3.0%
3rd 2,260 2,803 5,063 -21.9%
4th 2,265 3,409 5,674 -15.4%

2008 1st 2,087 3,056 5,143 -22.6%
2nd 2,056 3,049 5,105 -23.2%
3rd 2,054 3,029 5,083 0.4%
4th 2,039 3,103 5,142 -9.4%

2009 1st 2,023 3,312 5,335 3.7%
2nd 2,007 3,343 5,350 4.8%

By Quarter 2006-2009

SOURCE: ALCOM, Alaskan Command, 2006-2009.
* Does not include contract civilian positions or BLM.
NOTE:          Active Duty 1 qtr. 2007 correction made 9/2007.

SOURCE: ALCOM, Alaskan Command, 2006-2009.
* Does not include contract civilian positions or BLM.
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The Fairbanks North Star Borough - U.S. Census 2010 Complete Count Committee links are in 

the following locations:

http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/CommunityPlanning/CRC/Default.htm

http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/MayorsOffice/EconomicDevelopment/default.htm

http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/

(For the 2010 CENSUS, we need to 

determine just how many FNSB 

residents receive their mail at PO  

Boxes and where they live)

On the following page there is a survey you can fill out and mail back by 

land mail to CCC - 800 Cushman Street, Fairbanks, AK  99701, or you 

can go online to any of the website links above and fill it out.  Your input 

is very valuable to the success of this survey.  Thank you for 

participating.

FNSB -

COMPLETE 

COUNT 

COMMITTEE 

OFFICE
800 Cushman St

Fairbanks, AK  99701

907/459-6809

For more

information

contact us at

census@fnsb.us

http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/CommunityPlanning/CRC/Default.htm
http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/CommunityPlanning/CRC/Default.htm
http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/MayorsOffice/EconomicDevelopment/default.htm
http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/MayorsOffice/EconomicDevelopment/default.htm
http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/MayorsOffice/EconomicDevelopment/default.htm
http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/
http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/
http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/
mailto:census@fnsb.us


FNSB MAIL ADDRESS SURVEY 

 

An extraordinary number of FNSB residents receive their mail at PO Boxes and the US Census Bureau doesn’t mail census 

questionnaires to PO Boxes. So the FNSB is conducting a questionnaire to determine just how many FNSB residents receive their 

mail at PO Boxes and where they live. The information is confidential and will be used to help the Census Bureau better understand 

our community. Thank you!  

 

1. Do you live in the Fairbanks North Star Borough? 

( ) Yes                   ( ) No                    ( ) Not sure 

 

2. Where do you receive your mail? 

( ) Home address ( ) General Delivery          ( ) PO Box             ( ) Other  (please specify) 

 

3. What area of the Fairbanks North Star Borough do you LIVE in?  

( ) Chena Ridge 

( ) Chena Hot Springs 

( ) City of Fairbanks 

( ) City of North Pole 

( ) Eielson AFB 

( ) Elliot Highway 

( ) Ester 

( ) Farmer's Loop 

( ) Fox 

( ) Ft. Wainwright 

( ) Goldstream 

( ) Moose Creek 

( ) North Pole area 

( ) Parks Highway 

( ) Salcha 

( ) Steese Highway 

( ) Two Rivers 

( ) UAF 

( ) Other (please specify)

 

4. What is the zip code of your HOME address?  

( ) 99701 

( ) 99702 

( ) 99703 

( ) 99705 

( ) 99709 

( ) 99712 

( ) 99714 

( ) 99725 

( ) 99775 

( ) Don't know 

( ) Other (please specify)

 

5. If you receive mail at a post office, what is the zip code of your POST OFFICE?  

( ) 99702 

( ) 99703 

( ) 99705 

( ) 99706 

( ) 99707 

( ) 99708 

( ) 99710 

( ) 99711 

( ) 99714 

( ) 99716 

( ) 99725 

( ) 99775 

( ) Don't know 

( ) Get my mail at home 

( ) Other (please specify)

 

6. Did you live in the Fairbanks North Star Borough in Spring 2000? 

( ) Yes                    ( ) No                     ( ) Don't remember                    ( ) Other (please specify) 

 

7. Were you counted as a Fairbanks North Star Borough resident in the 2000 Census? 

( ) I wasn't in the Fairbanks North Star Borough in 2000 

( ) Yes 

( ) No 

( ) Don't remember 

( ) Other (please specify)

 

8. If you lived in Fairbanks and were not counted in 2000, did you try to get a questionnaire?  

( ) Yes                             ( ) No                      ( ) I received my questionnaire and didn't fill it out 

 

We'd love to hear your comments! 

 Comments: 

 

 

 

THANK YOU! 



FNSB VICINITY MAP

Date of
Incorporation: January 1, 1964

Form of
Government: Second Class Borough

Type of
Government: Borough Mayor, 3 yr. Term

Assembly, 9 Members
Elected at large, 3 yr. Terms

Population (2008)
U.S. Census: 97,970

Size: 7,361 square miles
19,065 square kilometers

Certified Assessed
Valuation (2009):     $7,982,203,416 (non-pipeline)

$   694,077,720 (pipeline)



FROM:

Fairbanks North Star Borough
Community Research Center
PO Box 71267
Fairbanks, AK 99707-1267

TO:




